, and other historical sources.
Introduction
Miniatures are often looked upon as mirrors of the age in terms of documenting everyday life, and architecture. They can be relied upon in determining people's descriptions and physical features. Therefore, the current study utilized them to match their depictions of prince Timur Kourkan in miniatures with the historical sources, focusing on the lameness of his right foot. "Ruy Clavijo", the Spanish ambassador, claimed that he and the staff of the embassy were received in Samarkand in 1405 AD in tent-like suites amid gardens. They were internally covered with embroidered silk with eagles and vultures, either flying or ready to pounce on their prey. According to Babur, the grandson of Timur, some paintings in Samarkand's restrooms depicted his victories in India. Unfortunately, they totally disappeared [1] . The current study utilized the paintings that depicted "lameness" in manuscripts e.g. Zafar Nama. It also made use of the historical sources, including Ibn-Arbashah's, "Aja'ib al-Maqdur fi Nawa'ib alTimur (The wonders of destiny of the calamities of Timur), and Ibn-Khaldun's, "Ibn-Khaldun's history", who was the envoy of Al-Nasir Faraj Ibn-Barkok to Timur in 803 A.H.
Lameness From a Linguistic Perspective
According to Al-Razi, one went lame if he/she was injured in his leg and walked as the lame. In Arabic, it is "araj (went lame), arjan (lame), Aarjah Allah (God made him lame), and ma ashada arajahu (what severe lameness he has).
In addition, "Arjan" with two fathas is used to describe the lame walk [2] . According to Almoajam alwaseet, "araja alshaee" means something. If somebody is injured in his leg so he lamed "araja" [3] .
Timur's Biography and Characteristics

Timur's biography by Ibn Arbashah
His name was Timur, Tumur, or Tamr Link. In Turkish, he was known as "Al-Hadeed ben Trgay bin Obgay". He was born in "Khawaja Ilgar" village in Kish (a) [4] ; a city of Transoxiana (b) [4] . It was a third of a month away from Samarkand. It was claimed that when he was born, he was seen as if something similar to the helmet that appeared in the open air. Then, he fell to the courtyard. If he touched the ground, he spread, and blew like embers and sparks. It was also claimed that when he was born, his hands were dyed blood. People inquired about his conditions and checked for the interpretation of the priests. While some priests argued that he would be a policeman, others said he would be a thief, a third group said that he would be a forger and murder, and fourth group argued that he would be an executioner and lasher. He and his father had neither mind nor religion. It was said that they were of wandering travellers and unemployed bastards. They lived in Transoxiana. His father was a very poor shoemaker, and he was an extremely strong young man [5] .
Timur's biography by Ibn Taghry Barady
He was called Tamr and Timur. He is ibn Etmash Guenlg ibn Sniba ibn TarmTara ibn Taghril ibn Qalij ibn Sanghur ibn Kanjak ibn Taghrasbuqa ibn Altakhan (c) [6] [7] [8] [9] . He was a tyrant. In Arabic, his name means defeater of kings [10, 11] . He was born in 728 A.H. in Khwaja Apgar village [5] in Kish. It was a city of Transoxiana and was one day away from Samarkand. It was said that when he was born, he was he was seen as something similar to the helmet that appeared in the open air. Then, he fell to the courtyard. His hands were also dyed blood. Therefore, he was thought to be shedder of blood (d) [12, 13] . It was claimed that his father was a shoemaker but others claimed that he was a prince with Sultan Hussein of Balkh (e) [4] . His mother was a descendant of Genghis Khan. It was also reported that Sultan Hussein had four ministers and Timur was one of them [10] .
Timur's characteristics reported by Ibn Arbasha
Ibn Arabshaha reported that Timur was a strong and tough young man. One night, he stole some sheep, but the shepherd hit him in the shoulder with an arrow and another in the thigh and so caused much pain. Despite his poverty and malignance, he had a desire to corruption. In addition, he sought to be a king. Thus, his companions accused him of madness and. They even laughed at him. He sang: If destiny helps, the strict goes with the disabled [5] .
Timur's characteristics as reported by some Arab historians
Ibn Taghri Baradi stated "… and he was originally from Berlas tribe. At first, he was known to be a criminal. One night, he stole some sheep, but the shepherd was aware. Thus, he hit him in the shoulder with an arrow and another in the thigh, causing him lameness. Therefore, he was called Temûr(-i) Lang; Timur the Lame. When recovered, he became a criminal with a gang of forty men. At that time, he used to tell that he would become a king and kill other kings. Some of them laughed at him, while others believed because of his firmness and courage [10] . He continued describing Timur's physical features, claiming that "he was tall, with a great front, great appearance, and great strength. He was white color tinged with reddish with broad shoulders, thick fingers, thick elbows, fitness, long beard, and lameness in the right leg. In addition, he was not afraid of death (f) [10, 13, 14] .
3.5.
Timur's characteristics as reported by Ibn-Khaldun (g) He reported that this King, named Tamr, was one of the leader kings and was a tyrant. People attributed knowledge to him, and others attributed the belief of rejecting faith as they thought that he preferred the Family of Prophet Muhammad and others thought that he was a magician. However, all of these were no more than claims [15, 16] . He had much wit and intelligence. He sought research and was wandering a lot including what he knew and what he did not. He was aged sixty to seventy. His right knee was idle due to an arrow that injured him in the raid on days of his youth. Therefore, he pulled it in a nearby walk, and men carried him on hands for longer ones. It was his destiny because Allah gives His sovereignty to whom he wills [15] .
A Brief Overview of Painting in the Timurid Era
The era of Timor and his successors was one of the most flourishing eras of painting in Iran, where there were many institutes for writing arts to create manuscripts decorated with colorful paintings and to train artists to create such art works. There was an integrated team to be trained, including calligraphers, statue makers, those working on gold, bookbinders…etc. Many of famous artists and statue makers graduated from these institutes. For example, Behzad was working in writing arts in Herat in the late Timurid era. In the Timurid era, many painting centers remarkably flourished across Iran, in Shiraz, Tabriz, Samarkand, the capital of the first Timurid State and then in the second capital which lasted until the end of the Timurid era in Herat, and Bukhara. They all produced decorated manuscripts [17] .
Models of the Manuscripts Under the Study
Prince Timur's victory and his accession to power at Balkh
named "Zafar Nama" by Sharaf al-dein Al-yazdi [18] , and it placed in John Work Garrett collection [19] . Its description shows prince Timur sitting on the throne in quarter -triple position of forward. He was wearing a green rope and a crown with a feather on its top. He also had a sharpened beard. What matters here is his sitting on the throne; his left leg was in a cross-legged (Altarbiaa) position, while he put the right leg on a foot stool in front of the throne as he was not able to flex it due to the disability. In my opinion, this painting was created by Behzad because it was modeled after his style (J) [18, 17] .
A painting of the mirth court of prince Timur
The 2 What matters here is prince Timur's sitting and bending his left leg in a crosslegged position, whereas his right leg was extended down because he can't flex his knee as a result of the disability.
A painting of prince Timur celebrating the Eid
The 3 
A painting of prince Timur celebrating a victory (l) in Samarkand in the open air
In this painting, fig. (4-a, b, c) , Prince Timur appears in the middle of the painting in a front view of the quarter-triple position. He was wearing a brown robe with tight sleeves and a green jubbah with a decorated edge. The sleeves reached the elbow. He was wearing a bonnet (m) [25] with a feather on its top that draped over to the back. He was holding a cup in his left hand. He appeared in a sharpened trimmed beard. What matters here is prince Timur's sitting; his left leg was in a crosslegged position, while the right leg with lameness was stretched. Musicians, retainers, and servants were all around him.
Prince Timur sitting on the throne -Tashkent Museum
As it could be shown in fig. (5-a, b), prince Timur was sitting on the throne and the retinue around him. His body and face were painted in quartertriple position from the front. He was wearing a green caftan with tight sleeves, jubbah with geometric motifs in the form of stars, crown with a feather on the top, and Al-Heasa around his waist. He was sitting on the throne with his left leg in a cross-legged position, whereas the right leg with lameness was put on a foot stool in front of the throne. He was leaning his right hand on the right leg. 
